
Dear Colleagues,  

 

The prospect of summer always lightens the heart of 

academia.  Whether you are faculty, staff, or admini-

stration, summer  is a time to relax and then refocus on 

the coming fall term.  It is a time to take vacations, but 

also an opportunity for educators to plan and organize 

summer Bridge programs, tutor training, new class-

room activities, or budget strategies.  I hope your sum-

mer is fun, productive, and rejuvenating!  

 

This is my final letter as PADE President, as Linda 

Mininger takes the reins this summer. The past two 

years have been challenging for higher education with tightened budgets and  signifi-

cant reductions to ACT 101 funding.  Many PADE colleagues across the state saw their 

positions either eliminated or reduced, and we have all been asked to do more with less.  

However, colleagues across the Commonwealth stepped up to the challenge and contin-

ued to provide necessary and excellent services to developmental students.  More stu-

dents appeared in our classrooms, tutoring and counseling centers, but developmental 

educators continued to provide quality teaching, tutoring, and academic advising.  I see 

the next two years to be equally challenging but just as rewarding.  

 

In closing, the PADE Board wants to be your  organization, and with an enhanced web 

site and a strengthened strategic plan, I think it is in a po-

sition to be one of the best resources for developmental edu-

cators across the Commonwealth.  Its close ties with the 

national organization, NADE, also keeps  members in-

formed of recent innovative practices and important issues 

within the discipline.  This past April, the PADE Confer-

ence offered a variety of workshops highlighting strategies 

for helping students, and members were able to network 

and share best practices.  I anticipate next yearõs confer-

ence to be just as rewarding, and I hope to see you there.   I 

look forward to the sunny days of summer and I hope you 

will keep PADE ( www.pade -pa.org) on your òfavoritesó 

page! 

 

Best Always,  

Elisa 
Elisa Cohen  

PADE President 2009 -11 
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Conference attendees were given the opportunity to meet with Vendors 

from Cengage Learning Academic; Pearson; Townsend Press; and 

Hawkes Learning System. The vendors provided valuable information and 

freebies the developmental educators could utilize in the future at their 

respective institutions. 

30th Annual Conference Highlights  

Vendors  
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Keynote Speaker  

Above: Jane Neuburger, Director of the Tutoring and Study Cen-

ter at Syracuse University and President of NADE provided the 

Keynote address to the conference attendees. See the save the 

date information on the NADE conference to be held in Or-

lando, Florida on page 6 of this newsletter. 
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Donations were made by many participating institutions and attendees to the Silent 

Auction held all day Thursday in an effort to raise money for the PADE scholarship 

fund. Monetary donations were also collected at the registration table for attendees to 

get a chance of winning a scholarship for students at their institution. There was $1500 

in scholarship money raised during the conference. Congratulations goes to the recipi-

ents of the scholarships that may be distributed to students of their respective universi-

ties. 

PADE Board Members  

Thanks to the PADE Board Members and Confer-

ence Committee for putting on a successful confer-

ence. Hope to see everyone next year! 
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One of the conference attendees showed their pride in 

being a Pennsylvania developmental educator by hanging a 

sign in their hotel window. We should all be proud to  

support the educational efforts of developmental students! 

Michael Murray, M.D. was the ple-

nary speaker during the conference. 

Dr. Murray is the Acting Division 

Director of Child & Adolescent 

Psychiatry and Medicate Director 

Of Child & Adolescent Services at 

Penn State Hershey. He provided an 

insightful presentation about Asper-

gerõs, an ever-growing condition 

many college students face. He 

stressed that students facing these 

challenges have sensory and social 

challenges. They need to have 

clearly defined classroom expecta-

tions, access to a note taker or class 

notes, should be provided a safe 

haven, and extended testing will aid 

in their success. 

Upper Left: John Barrett and Elena Litvinova from Bloomsburg Uni-

versity taking the time to pose for a picture before their presenta-

tion titled òIncorporating Critical Reading and Writing Strategies in 

the Developmental Math Classroomó 

Upper Right: Math professionals discuss best practices and exchange 

ideas during the Math Focus group held Friday facilitated by Robert 

Fulton. 

There were 19 different concurrent sessions held throughout the 

conference with topics targeted towards math, reading, tutoring, 

learning centers, writing, and advising. A special thanks goes out to 

all of the conference presenters who put forth an immense amount 

of hard work and ideas into their presentations to be shared with 

developmental colleagues from across the state. 
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ADDITIONAL  AWARD  RECIPIENTS  

OUTSTANDING  SERVICE TO                  

DEVELOPMENTAL  STUDENTS  AWARD  

In addition to the Outstanding Service to Developmental Students Award, during the Business Meeting held 

at the 30th Annual PADE Conference additional awards were given.   

 

Pictured left to right: 

 

Professional Development Scholarship  

Mary Ann Klicka, Professor at Bucks County 

Community College  

 

Outstanding Contribution to PADE  

Dr. Peter Kyper, Director of Developmental Pro-

grams at West Chester University  

 

Student Excellence Award  

Kristen Savko, Westmoreland County Commu-
nity College 

Pictured left, Barbara Lontz, Assistant Professor of Mathematics at 

Montgomery County Community College, shows her award for 

Outstanding Service to Developmental Students. Although she was 

unable to attend the conference, Lontz was honored during the 

awards ceremony portion of the business meeting held during the 

30th annual PADE conference. 

 

During the presentation of the speech, a PADE board member re-

marked: òThe most monumental initiative that Barbara has led to 

improve developmental education at the College is doing a complete 

course overhaul of the lowest level developmental math course, 

Math 010 ð Fundamentals of Arithmetic.  Math 010 has a very low 

success rate.  Barbara has taught this course for several years, and 

she had been thinking for quite a long time that a new pedagogy was 

needed for student success.  Barbara began teaching a section of this 
òalternative approachó in fall 2008, and since then, the outcomes 

have been extraordinary.  The success rates of students in her 

course are approximately 30% above the rates in a traditionally 

taught Math 010 course.  In addition, her student evaluations are stellar.  Barbara trained numerous faculty 

members on how to teach Math 010 using her approach, and she has written and copyrighted the textbook 

for the course.  The approach will be used by all faculty teaching MAT 010 in the fall.ó 


